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TERMS OF REFERENCE CONSULTATION N°1

Inventory of genetic resources of the species Irvingia wombolu , Monodora myristica , Balanites
aegyptiaca and Acacia nilotica and updating of the pilot catalog of Genetic Resources of
: Cameroon

Reference in the annual workplan 2024: activity 7
. CONTEXT

In Africa, Cameroon’s biodiversity is outstanding in terms of species, ecosystems and genetic
resources. The genetic resources (GR) which constitute this biodiversity as well as the associated
traditional knowledge (CTA) are important for the economic development of the country. However,
insufficient information on their existing potential still limits demand from investors and the
development of real value chains based on these resources.

At the sub-regional level in central Africa, the need to carry out national inventories of GR and aTK

has been identified among the priority actions of the strategy of COMIFAC member countries on
ABS.

At the national level, the Government of the Republic of Cameroon is resolutely committed to
developing its potential in GR and aTK from a perspective of sustainable development aligned with
SND20-30, respecting the requirements of the convention on biological diversity and more
specifically the Nagoya Protocol on Access, Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their
Utilization (ABS). The Ministry of the Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable
Development (MINEPDED) is the ABS Competent National Authority and therefore, entitled to
coordinate and promote the inventory, conservation, and valorization of GR and aTK of the country.
The promulgation of Law N° 2021/014 of July 9, 2021 governing access to GR, their derivatives, aTK
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits resulting from their use is one of the concrete
expressions of this political will. Articles 14 and 20 of this law require the Competent National
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Authority (1) to carry out an inventory of GRs at the national level and (2) to establish a non-
exhaustive list of species containing GRs of particular interest in the framework of the ABS.

To make this desire a reality, the Ministry of the Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable
Development (MINEPDED) has developed in a participatory manner with all stakeholders a
methodological guide for the inventory of GR and aTK. This guide, published in 2022, aims to provide
the scientific community and Indigenous Local Communities with a tool containing a simple
approach, that will contribute to the establishment of a database or a national register. on RG and
aTK. A pilot GR catalog was also produced in 2022 and needs to be updated.

As part of the efforts to sustain the ABS framework in Cameroon, the project entitled " Support to
Nagoya Protocol implementation, research, and development, on Biodiversity value chain for
smallholders in the South-West and Far North Regions of Cameroon ", has been approved by the
Global Environment Facility (GEF). The project aims to support the operationalization of the ABS
national framework, by enabling access to genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge

that accrue tangible national and local economic benefits from their commercial utilization in a fair,
equitable, and sustainable manner.

This objective will be achieved through three components, namely: the implementation of the
legislative, regulatory, political and institutional framework on ABS (component 1); capacity building
and awareness raising among key stakeholders for the application of the national ABS framework
(component 2), piloting ABS contracts demonstrating the potential benefits of GR and aTK for four
plant species (component 3): Acacia nilotica, Balanites aegyptiaca, Irvingia wombolu, and Monodora
myristica. The project is implemented in two sites: the Mayo Kani Division in the Far North Region
and the Meme, Manyu and Kupe Muanenguba Divisions in the South-West Region of Cameroon.

The choice of these species was based on their potential value for use in the perfumery, flavoring
and pharmaceutical sectors.

The project plans, among other activities, to develop an inventory of GR with a view to developing a
centralized database on these resources.

This context which justifies the formulation of these terms of reference. The Project is looking for a
consultant to carry out this mission.

Il. OBJECTIVES

Through this assignment, the project aims to carry out an inventory of GR.

More precisely, the consultant's mission will consist of:
- carry out an inventory of GR of the species Acacia nilotica, Balanites aegyptiaca, Irvingia wombolu
and Monodora myristica :

- carry out an inventory of the genetic resources of species currently enrolled in the ABS procedure
in Cameroon, and

- update / enrich the existing catalog of GR;:

lI.LMETHODOLOGY



The consultant will work under the supervision of the project management team, and in close
collaboration with the MINEPDED ABS Task Force. The methodology to carry out this task will
include:

- afirst scoping meeting with the consultant, the Project Management Unit and the MINEPDED ABS
Taskforce;

- the development and submission of the methodology by the consultant for validation:

- research and consultation of scientific publishers and specialized scientific databases such as
Pubmed, Pubchem, Web of science, ScienceDirect, Wiley Online Library, Springer, Taylor and
Francis, BMC, The open archives HAL, TEL, MEdIHAL, These. fr, ... etc,

- consultation of experts ;

- the drafting of the report;

a meeting to present the summary of the results obtained.

IV. DELIVERABLES AND SCHEDULE

At the end of the consultation, the following deliverables are expected:

- a GRinventory report or updated catalog of GR;
- Areport of the validation workshop

All documents, whether drafts or final versions, must be submitted, in paper and electronic versions,
to the Project Management Unit and must not be distributed to any third party.

The submission of the various deliverables is sequenced over time as follows:

Deliverables Deadline

Deliverable 1 : Based on the documentation provided by the | No later than 1 week after
Project Management Unit (PMU), the consultant will propose | signing the contract.

a methodological note and a schedule for carrying out the
tasks. These documents will be submitted for amendment
and validation by the PMU.

Deliverable 2 : an inventory report of genetic resources of | No later than 3 weeks after
the project's target species and other species included in the | validation of the methodology ]
ABS procedure '
Deliverable 3 : Presentation and validation report of the | No later than 02 weeks after

inventory report submission of the inventory
report
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V. CONSULTANT PROFILE

The consultant must :

- hold at least a PhD in biochemistry, phytochemistry, pharmacology, or any related discipline;
- have at least 5 years of research experience crowned by convincing publications;
- have a good command of the ABS mechanism in Cameroon:

VI.  APPLICATION FILE
The application file consists of:

- acover letter indicating your interest in this mission:
- a Curriculum Vitae (CV);

- atechnical proposal that must include the methodology to carry out the mission:
- afinancial proposal.

VIl. CONSULTATION DURATION

The duration of the consultation is 20 days spread over 1,5 months.
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